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\ . HITS CAMPUS 
WITH A QUICKIE 


MIcHAEL Ares | DatLy 49ER 
CSULB students hold glow sticks in the air in anticipation for the concert to begin. 


fornia State University, Long Beach's Walter Pyr- 
amid on Friday. 

Hosted by CSULB’s Associated Student, Inc., 
Friday’s concert featuring R&B polymath Miguel 
and Washington D.C.-based rapper Wale gener- 
ated a strong social media buzz within the college 
community. 

“T think [AST’s] just waiting to see the outcome 


of what this [concert] is in order to see if there 
will be future events,’ Mariana Castellanos, a 


sophomore social work student at CSULB said. 
“T really hope they do it again before I graduate?’ 


After eight years of 
CSULB’s on-campus con- 
cert drought, ASI gives 
students a “Sure Thing.” 


_ By STEPHANIE THAI 
Contributing Writer 


‘Luminescent glow sticks batted at the smoke 


Micua Arts | DAtLy 49ER 
Grammy award winning artist Miguel performs in the Walter Pyramid on Friday. 


of the dimly lit arena. All eyes and ears fell on a 
tall figure standing center stage caressing an elec- 
tric guitar. 

“For those who don’t know, my name is Mi- 
guel,” the voice casually announced, triggering 
an eruption of screams from all corners of Cali- 


ASI President Joe Phillips explained that the 
delay in concerts in the past was due to contract 
issues and touches on where the funding for the 
spring concert came from. 


see MIGUEL, page 4 


OPINION 


Smoking out the answers 


The CSULB smoking 
ban taskforce will be 
surveying the campus of 


Dying with dignity 


CSU SMOKING TIMELINE | 
or for profit? 


CSU passed a it ii h bit 
. ; p system-wide ban on its SMOKIN abdits. 
California’s recently pro- febacce 8 
; H products on campus CSULB forms a ca Nt ea SN Per {3 
po sed legislation, the End November 2012 smoking taskforce By Amy PATTON 
of Life Option act, will CSULB February 2015 News Editor 
ci king poli ToPR SE Sa eee Za 
potentially be on the bal- Sens arttbiee vita : ee 
lot if legislation doesn't ioe eee SESU enforces free campus If enforced, California State University, 
in S t eta aes ce smoking policy referendum Long Beach's smoking ban will be the first in 
pass In sacramento. june 2003 : with $58 citations. March 2013 the California State University system to be 
————“—rrrrrr E April 2010 mandated by the student population. 
By MICHAEL MENDOZA | : Other CSU’s have enacted campus-wide 
Contributing Writer | } smoking bands in previous years; however, 
a es eee eee | _ Fall 2016 none have been passed through a student vote. 
The End of Life Option Act introduced into CSULB President CSU Fullerton and San Francisco both have 
California has given people the impression that | | Conoley intends to smoking bans on campus that were passed by 
dying with dignity is the noble thing to do. August 2004 have new smoking the student senate body. : 
However, lawmakers should not pass this 7 a January 2012 August 2013 ech policy In February 2012, the CSU system passed 
Death with Dignity bill unless they get rid of eee mings Ue Preadent CSUF first CSU an initiative to begin the process of banning 
the loopholes that allow hospitals and insurance Pee request that all UCs to go entirely the sale of tobacco products on’ CSU campus- 
companies to abuse the law. and CSUs smoke free April 2015 es and began enforcing it the following year. 
The controversy of assisted suicide began in CSULB smoking CSULB still sells cigarettes at the convenience 
1990 when Dr. Jack Kevorkian assisted in the February 2013 task force sends _ store next to the bookstore for $6.99 per pack. 
suicide of 45-year-old Alzheimer's patient Janet CSU begins pro- io orcas habit The average price of a pack of cigarettes in Cal- 


ifornia is $6.45, according to data released by 
the U.S. Federation of Tax Administrators. 


Adkins, according to Bio online. Kevorkian’s 
ideology of putting patients out of their misery 


cess of banning 
tobacco products 


ILLUsTRATION BY Amy PATTON on campuses 
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Free school 
for good 
Students 


U.S. government 
intends to offer 
students two years 
of free tuition at: 
community colleges. 


By MapIson D’ORNELLAS 
Assistant News Editor * 


“Responsible students” will be eli- 
gible for free transferable community 
college credits. 

Vice President Joe Biden said in the 
weekly address last week that the tu- 
ition waiver would be available for stu- 
dents who “keep their grades up and 
stay on track to graduate.” 

According to the White House, the 
America’s College Promise Proposal 
would require community colleges to 
“strengthen their programs” and pro- 
vide more transferrable classes that 
would count towards a bachelor’s de- 
gree. By doing this, the White House 
estimates that 9 million students could 
benefit. and full-time community col- 
leges could save almost $4,000 in tu- 
ition each year. 


“Under our plan, students from low- ~ 


income families will be able to keep the 
benefits that flow from other financial 
aid, like Pell grants, to.cover childcare, 
housing [and] transportation,” Biden 
said in the address. “[These are] costs 
that often keep [students] ftom attend- 
ing class and completing a-degree in the- 
first place.” 

Families who earn more than 
$200,000 a year would not be eligible 
for the tuition waiver, according to the 
United States Fiscal Year 2016 Budget 
report. 

“There are no free rides in America,” 
President Barack Obama said during a 
speech in Tennessee in January. “This 
isn’t a blank check. It’s not a free lunch. 
But for those willing to work, and for 
states and local communities that want 
to be a part of this, it can be a game- 
changer.” 

The America’s College Promise also 
requires students to attend at least half 
time and maintain a 2.5 GPA while in 
college. 


No formal admission 
to CSULB required 


Two 6-Week Sessions 
May 26-July 2 (S1S) 
July 6-August 14 (S3S) 


SMOKING 


continued from page 1 


It’s kind of illogical to outright ban 
smoking when they sell cigarettes at 
the store [on campus],” Sally Swank, 
an anthropology major, said. 

President Jane Close Conoley sent 
out an email last week with the link to 
a survey to poll the smoking habits of 
students, staff and faculty on campus. 

“I am committed to following up on 
this referendum,” Conoley said in the 
email. 

In the email Conoley said that she 

_ intends to implement a new “compre- 
hensive” smoking and tobacco policy 
by fall 2016. 

“T think via email was kind of a way 
to do it but quietly without getting too 
much attention from it,” senior com- 


. munications major Krys Gione said. 


The survey results will help the task 
force make “informed” recommenda- 
tions about a smoking policy. 

“T feel like everyone should have the 
liberty to express,” junior chemical en- 
gineering major Salah Al Thanwi said. 
“I know smoking is affecting other 
people, but if there were designated 
areas for them to smoke then it should 
not be an issue as long as they respect 
those rules.” ; 

Multicultural Center Director Cyn- 
thia Schultheis circulated a response es- 


- say to the smoking survey. She outlined 


666. 


other ““‘non-healthy’ practices” that she 
believes are affiliated with the campus. 
She noted fast food, Starbucks and 
serving alcohol at 11 a.m. as unhealthy 
behaviors acceptable on campus. 

“How about a drunken student stum- 
bling into class, or your [professor] a 
bit pickled,” Schultheis said in the es- 
say. “Alcohol addiction is the worst 
thing college age students can use as 
the percentage of alcoholism runs high. 
But that’s ok?!” = 


In her email; Conoley said that the 


CSULB community will be able to 
“weigh-in” on the decision on a web- 
site about the smoking ban. A website 
URL or website launch date have yet to 
be released. 

“T am aware that ending smoking 
and tobacco use could be a contentious 
topic that may lead to some debate,” 
Conoley said in the email. “Thought- 
ful feedback on this subject is welcome 
and will be integral to both the recom- 
mendations of the task force and the 
new policy.” 

The student body voted on the 
smoking ban referendum in spring 
2013. Nearly 20 percent of the student 
body voted. Of those who voted, 64 
percent voted to pass the ban. 


Doers Do 


CSULB Summer Sessions 2015 


More than 75 Online Summer Classes 


Enroll ona 


“space available” basis 


_ Register Now! 


(800) 963-2250 x60006 | info@ccpe.csulb.edu 
www.ccpe.csulb.edu/summer 


One 12-Week Session 
May 26-August 14 (SSD) 


Earn units toward 


CAMPUS VoOrCE | -3 


WHAT DO YOU THINK OF PRESIDENT CONOLEY 
APPROACHING THE SUBJECT OF A POSSIBLE SMOKING 
BAN AT CSULB THROUGH AN EMAIL SURVEY? 


“By approaching it via email, 
people don’t really see it and they 
kind of just skip over it so it’s like, 
‘Yay I did something,’ but no one’s 

really going to hear.” 


“Well I saw [the smoking survey] 
email. It did work for me. I took the 
survey, and it was helpful for me, 
but I’m not sure about other people 
if they took it or not.” 


-Amirreza Garrosi, junior 
mechanical engineering. major 


-Krys Gione, senior 
communications major 


“I think email was probably the 
fastest and also the most realistic 
way to send out a survey like that. 
I-don’t know if posting it anywhere 

would have been more effective 

than just directly emailing it to 
anyone.” 


‘I'm pretty sure most students 
probably ignored it or pretended 
it didn’t exist, and therefore it 
probably wasn’t the best way if she 
* was trying to change something.” 


—Joshua Nettles, graduate 


-Marisa DiCamillo, sophomore student in Asian Studies 


jazz studies major 


health Equity Couference 
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y | g te. 
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Urban investments 


CSULB’s student 
teacher program 
received a grant from 
teacher’s union. 


By Amy PATTON 
News Editor 


Half a million dollars will go towards 
helping California State University, 
Long Beach students train to become 
urban teachers. 

On Friday, CSULB’s Urban Teacher 
Education Academy received a $500,000 
grant from SchoolsFirst Federal Credit 
Union. 

“We, the UTEACH family, are so 


Genocide”’ 
USU Beach Au 


9:30 a.m..—11-:30 a.m. 
QPR Suicide Prevention Workshop 


Earl B Burns Willer Japanese 
Garden. 


8:30 p.in—10 ptt. 
Etiquette Dinner 
USU een Beach Room _ 


Last day to drop a class with 
instructor and department 
chair’s signature 


honored and grateful that the Schools- 
First Federal Credit Union understands 
how to truly support and improve edu- 
cation,” CSULB UTEACH professor Fe- 
lipe Golez said via email. 

The funds will be allocated as five 
$5,000 scholarships and $1,000 to 
$2,000 stipends for all program par- 
ticipants over the course of the next five 
years, according to a press release Friday. 

Golez said that UTEACH receives 
little funding from the College of Edu- 
cation. UTEACH receives 3 units of as- 
signed time per academic year. These 
funds are split between two university 
supervisors, Golez said. 

“[The grant] provides some funds to 
support our UTEACH student teachers 
who, traditionally do whatever they can 
to support themselves as they dedicate 
an academic year, embedded in an urban 

public school learning how to become 
teachers,” Golez said. 

According to its website, the 
UTEACH training model requires 
participants to work for a year at on- 
site teaching residencies in local urban 


schools, such as those in the Long Beach 
Unified School District. According to its 
website, LBUSD has 84 schools and em- 
ploys over 8,000 people annually. 

Golez said that LBUSD Superinten- 
dent Chris Steinhauser suggested that he 
may only want student teachers trained 
in models such as UTEACH. 

“In other words, the word has gotten 
out that we are doing quality work pre- 
paring future elementary school teach- 
ers to teach anywhere,” Golez said. 

Bill Cheney, the president and CEO 
of SchoolsFirst FCU, said in the press 
release that CSULB won the award be- 
cause the UTEACH model is “noble” 
and helpful in preparing future teachers. 

“Supporting education and profes- 
sional development is more important 
than ever,” Cheney said. “Educators 
build the future... We are honored to 
support a program that helps prepare 
teachers for the future.” 

The grant is part of the CSULB I De- 
clare Campaign, according to the press 
release. SchoolsFirst FCU has had a 
working relationship with UTEACH for 
several years and has bestowed scholar- 
ships upon UTEACH in the past as well, 
Golez said. 

“SchoolsFirst FCU has long been a 


Monpay, APRIL 13, 2015 


On average, the teacher to student 
ratio in the California Public School 
system is 1 to 34. 
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tremendous partner for CSULB and 
this most recent gift will truly benefit 
students by providing additional access 
to our groundbreaking UTEACH pro- 
gram,” Andrea Taylor, the Vice Presi- 
dent of university relations and develop- 
ment, said in the press release. 

Golez said that the grant is one step 
forward in preparing students to be bet- 
ter teachers. He said there is still a lot of 


ILLUSTRATION BY Amy PATTON 


work to be done for the education sys- 
tem. 

“lhe way UTEACH prepares fu- 
ture teachers by connecting theory and 
practice in an applied way, is the way we 
should be preparing all teachers,” Golez 
said. 

After receiving the grant, the pro- 
gram has been renamed SchoolsFirst 
FCU UTEACH. 


DIRTY TALK 


WED. APRIL 15th @ 5:30 PM 


(DOORS OPEN AT 5:00PM) 
USU BEACH AUDITORIUM 


FREE ADMISSION —- FOOD PROVIDED 


A THEATRICAL DOCUDRAMA ABOUT SEXUAL INTRUSION 
TALK BACK PANEL TO FOLLOW 


CSULB THEATRE ASTS DEPARTRENT 


ARFINETY SERIES 


GOTA 


SMILE FOR 


_ For accommodation, please contact 
‘Women's and Gender Equity Center @ (562) 985- 8576 


For more information, visit www.worldkinensemble.com. 


COUNCIL 


NALIAING Sia TASER: Loe BACH 


Department. of 
Communication 
Studies - 
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MIGUEL 


continued from page 1 


“We used part of [the ASI ref- 
erendum] money towards [this] 
huge event,” Phillips said. “[ASI] 
had been working on this for nine 
months or so, and we’re really 
glad we got Wale and Miguel.” 

When 7 p.m. arrived and a 
majority of the seats were filled, 
people looked around the room 
hoping that something spectacu- 
lar and spontaneous would occur, 
but the stars of the show were no- 
where to be found. 

Hype-man Ray successfully 
held the audiences’ attention span 
for about an hour. A twerk com- 
petition got audience members off 
their feet, but the excitement be- 
came stale about a half hour into 
the booty battle. 

“Tnitially, I felt like I was really 
hyped about the concert for thirty 
minutes,” said Allison Miller, a 
resident of Long Beach who at- 
tended the event. “But once it got 
past a certain time, I could tell 
they were using it as a last min- 
ute thing to mask the fact that we 
had been waiting for an hour and 
a half.” 


A familiar, amplified voice — 


echoed from the stadium speak- 
ers. 

“Is this what they’re waiting 
for?” Wale, the concert opener, 
said, awakening fans from their 
slumber as they squeezed closer 
to the barricade. “Everybody get 
up so we can f-king turn up!” 

From free styling and rapping 
the old and the new to getting 
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on the drums, Wale performed a 
nonstop, 30-minute set and was 
warmly received by the audience 
who begged for an encore. 

Adorning a__ black-fringed 
leather jacket with a white top 
and pants ensemble, Miguel chal- 
lenged the scarlet lighting for the 
spotlight. 

The sex-exuding soulful pop 
star performed hit songs like 
“How Many Drinks,” “Sure 
Things” and even teased fans 
with an acapella start to “Pussy is 
Mine,” leaving the crowd feeling 
some “type of way” as they sang 
along and swayed. 

But it wasn’t just the baby- 
making music and sexual innu- 
endos that-caught the attention 
of the crowd. Miguel also per- 
formed “Lotus Flower Bomb” 
with Wale, who came out for the 
second time. 

“At that point, it was amazing,” 
Tatyana Forbes, a second year 
fashion design major said. “Wale 
initially teased us with. the begin- 
ning of “Lotus Flower Bomb” and 
Miguel came through.” 

Miguel ended his set by danc- 
ing, doing the splits and spitting 
water in-the crowd, flinging front 
row fans into a Miguel-crazed 
frenzy. 

“[Wale and Miguel] put on a 
great show,” Evan Brown, a third 
year mechanical engineering ma- 
jor at CSULB said after the show. 
“It was clear that they- put their 
heart and soul into it all.” 


ee | VE eS 


Tn review 


Miguel 
adorns and 
amazes 
forty-niners 


Grammy-award 
winning artist Miguel 
and rapper Wale 
make their mark in 
the Walter Pyramid. 


By MICHAEL ARES 
Photo Editor _ 


Thousands of California State Univer- 
sity, Long Beach students and fans made 
their way to the Walter Pyramid on Friday 
in anticipation for neo-soul artist Miguel 
and special guest Wale. 

The Associated Students Inc. promised 
upon the announcement of the artists that 
it would bea “big night”. Fortunately it was 
an event that not only met, but exceeded 
fans’ expectations. 

For ASTI’s self proclaimed “big event”, 
one can be impressed by how organized 
it was. 

ASI put together an event that would 
be an enormous task for even the most 
prepared, professional team of event or- 


ganizers, but everything seemed to align - 


perfectly leading the way to a memorable 
night full of dancing and good vibes. 
Setting the tone of the event was DJ B- 


Wale, left, performs as a special guest with Miguel, right, as they sing 
“Lotus Flower Bomb” on Friday in the Walter Pyramid. 


Rokk. He pumped up the crowd with dif- 
ferent dance beats in preparation for the 
main attractions. 

Miguel’s R&B and pop sound felt so 
pure as his voice pierced through the fog 
and beamed into the hearts of fans with 
songs such as “Do You” and “Power Trip.” 

Wale himself was impressing audiences 
with his fast rapping skills, spitting words 
at what seemed to be a 100 miles per hour 
pace. 

To have a good concert, performer-to- 
audience interaction is key. 

Despite never performing in Long 
Beach before, Wale made the effort to step 
out from the stage and onto the floor to 
walk amongst the crowd. This made Wale’s 
set more intimate and brought those who 
have not heard of the artist before on board 
for the ride. 

Cali-born Miguel talked to the crowd 
about his early life in his home state, and 


got ona personal level about never giving 
up on your dreams. 

The worst offender to Friday's experi- 
ence was the show’s faulty time-manage- 
ment. - 

In order for Miguel to start at the 8:45 
p.m. mark he announced on social media, 


-Wale had to cut his set short due to set- 


time constraints. Apologizing to fans for 
having to leave so soon, Wale was forced 
to sing short pieces of his last few songs be- 
fore bowing out. 

Simply cutting DJ B-Rokk’s.set would 
have allowed for smoother transitions and 
fulfilled promises. 

For its first spin in eight years, the on- 
campus concert was a tremendous suc- 
cess. : 

Even though both artists had short sets, 
students filed out of the pyramid with high 
energy froma night worth recording in the 
school’s history books. 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.)“A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). A valid current student IB must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance. 
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“Applications are available in the Daily 49er newsroom, LA-4 201 
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s A look inside a Nobel mind 


Nobel Prize winner 
shares his start with 
science and how public 
universities must 
accommodate the field 
today. 


By NiccA PANGGAT 
Assistant News Editor - 


Although scientists don't always oe 
gin their careers e 
bel Prize, it certait 


Randy Schekman origi- 


ceived the Nobel Prize in 
x Medicine for his work 
and their transport system 


after his lecture about his | 
ence, the state of public educati 
and some of the advice he’s been given 
throughout the years. 

What inspired your work with the 
protein transport system? 

Ultimately, I was inspired by my pre- 
vious work in how to use biochemistry. 
[It entailed] taking apart a complex cel- 
lular process by breaking the cell open 
and purifying the components and put- 


ting them back together to study how ~ 


something works. 
I read that you chose to donate the 


Es7 700° : 


SCHOLARSHIPS 
AVAILABLE! 


a professor at the Uni- - 


pecan ete 


Nobel Prize money to the University of 
California, Berkeley. What inspired 
that decision for you? 

I did, yeah. I've never been really 
driven by money. I'm comfortable, I have 
everything that I need and want and I 
feel very strongly about public higher 
education. At Berkeley, we're in a fierce 
competition to get the best young schol- 
ars to join our faculty. One way to help 
recruit someone or to keep them in the 
face of an offer somewhere else is to have 
money for endowed chairs. We have a 
number of endowed chairs at Berkeley, 
but never enough and so I decided that 
if I donated my prize money to create 
an endowed chair, that would stimulate 
hers who have money than I do to do- 
‘e and that worked. In short order, we 
le to raise $2 million to endow a 
was able to choose the name 


higher education in Californ 
d-to-none in promoting the 


resources that we u 
peated through the 
peated through UCs. Indeed, it’s repeat- 
ed elsewhere around the country. This is 
very shortsighted, and it’s shortchanging 
your generation who now have to pay a 
hell of a lot more than I had to pay to get 
a public education. 


. Do you think the jack: of. funding gf 


fects those who.are 
in the science fields? 


otis eon seinen tis 


ia 


Nobel Prize recipient Dr. Randy Schekman speaks at the 36th Nobel 
Laureate Lecture in the University Student Union Ballroom on Thursday. 


Sure it does ... 


e funding. 


but I can tell you what got me going. As” 
I said in my talk, [my intrigue began] 


kids do the same kinds af scienci 
projects. I mean to me, that was’ 


~ence. ‘And it ‘was al betnise I had that 


wenanaeairca ae cmos =a Pe hg be wonton 2 = 


her sumpanees. a 


‘Light a fire under 
your nursing 


It used to be that the 
University had enough money to help a 
ming faculty member start with what 
called setup funds, but now it’s not 
nough. To be competitive, to get the 


ities have to become more 


in seeking private funding in 


hink we canget more 


West Coast University is committed to preparing 
skilled and well-trained graduates that are ready to 
enter the work force. Our focus on health sciences, 
technologically advanced Simulation Centers, and our 
WASC* accreditation all set WCU apart. 


Our nursing programs include: 


WCU graduates receive ongoing 
CE discounts through our partner 
company, Contemporary Forums. 
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National 
— Grilled 
Cheese ee 2 
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annual, independent project that I could 
work toward. I think if there were more 
of an expectation from junior and high 
school kids to do a science project, some 
of them, like me, would be turned on by 
that. Most would not, but some would. 
Then we'd have more people who would 
rry on and do that in college, 


end of my talk, 
t.when I started 


previously. That w 
conseryative answer ¢ 


= you should contintie to do x’ T ign 
y that advice and-decided.to-do_my own 
“thing, a and I don’t regret it at all. 


Career. 


Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) 

Licensed Vocational Nurse (LVN) to BSN 

Registered Nurse (RN) to BSN - NEW/ ONLINE PROGRAM** 
Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) 

RN to MSN - NEV ONLINE PROGRAM ** 


Programs vary by campus 


WEST COAST 
UNIVERSITY 


Founded £902 


866-851-8793 


WestCoastUniversity.edu 
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Who’s flying the plane? 


Government agencies are experimenting 
with replacing pilots with test robots. 


Riva Lu 
Contributing Writer 


Robots,are taking over the world. 

Government agencies are now 
experimenting with replacing pilots 
on cargo planes with robots, or remote 
operators, according to the New York 
Times last week. The robot would be 
like R2D2 from the Star Wars movie 
series and would have extremities that 
operate the existing human controls 
like the pilot’s yoke and pedals. 

But this robot and its software 
would still be human inventions, 
subject to human error; only no one 

would be there to correct the mistake 
in real time. 

For example, between 1985 and 
1987, a computer-operated radiation 
therapy machine, Therac-25, injured at 
least six people by radiation overdose, 
according to professor of aeronautics 
and astronautics at the Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology Nancy 
Leveson. 

“I think remote-operation might 
be a good idea,” sophomore computer 
engineer major Jacob Tighe said. “But 
if anything goes wrong between the 
signal from the remote and the plane, 
there is nothing you could do about it.” 

One of the leading reasons why 
aviation experts are making changes 
in plane automations is because, 
according to the New York Times, a 
Germanwings co-pilot crashed a plane 
into a French mountain last month, 
killing 150 people. 

The co-pilot of the flight was 
allegedly depressed and mentally 
ill. Though robots don’t experience 
emotions, putting them in charge of a 
highly combustible piece of machinery 
full of fragile human lives is not the 
best solution. Although technology 
is always advancing, it is not always 
perfect. If an iPhone 6 Plus can have 
glitches, what are the chances that an 
automated plane won't have the same 

issues? 

Most recently, an outage of the twin 
Flight Augmentation Computers con- 
tributed to the Dec. 28 AirAsia crash 
in Indonesia, according to Reuters in 
January. 

“There need to be protections in 
order to ensure malware is not intro- 
duced at any point in the system,” said 
Professor Eric Besnard, a mechanical 
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and aerospace engineer at California 
State University, Long Beach. “We need 
to get to a point where the reliability of 
such systems is better than the already 
very high reliability of commercial 
aircraft operations.” 

Senior psychology major Daisy 
Serrano says that replacing co-pilots 
on cargo planes with robots is taking 
technology too far because there is no 
way to know when a robot is going to 
err. 

“I would not trust a robot flying my 
plane,” Serrano said. “A robot does not 
have as good a judgment as a human 
pilot. We need to stop humanizing 
robots.” 

Many modern aircrafts are already 
flown by a computer autopilot that 
tracks its position using motion sen- 
sors that correct the plane’s trajectory 
with GPS as needed, according to Slate 
Magazine last month. 

“We, as a society, are likely to see 
a lot of transportation systems be 
computer controlled with humans less 
and less in the loop,” said Besnard. 
“Whether we like it or not, this is likely 
to be the case for cargo and passenger 
transport.” 

The Defense Advanced Research 
Project Agency at the Pentagon will be 
taking the next step in plane automa- 
tion with the aircrew labor in cockpit 
automation system this summer, ac- 
cording to the New York Times. 

“We are likely to see an evolution 
towards more and more automation on 
all systems,” said Besnard. “The differ- 
ence being that we'll just tell it where 
we want to go and the computer will 
do the flying.” 

But if we let a computer do the 
flying, pilots will lose their jobs and 
people may lose their lives. 

“A pilot on board an aircraft can 
see, feel, smell or hear many indica- 
tions of an impending problem and 
begin to formulate a course of action 
before even sophisticated sensors and 
indicators provide positive indications 
of trouble,” the Airline Pilot Associa- 
tion wrote in a testimony to the Senate 
last month, according to the New York 
Times. 

R2D2 might have been helpful in 
the films, but it does not belong in a 
cockpit where each year billions of hu- 
man lives are at stake. 


Riva Lu is a junior majoring in 
journalism. 
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has come full circle and into California 
legislation 25 years later. 

State Senators Bill Monning (D- 
Carmel) and Lois Wolk (D-Davis), the co- 
authors of the act, contend that allowing 
a competent patient to make an informed 
decision about their life would be respect- 
ing their best wishes, according to the LA 
Times in January. 

Ina 2005 statewide survey conducted 
by Field Poll, 70 percent of Californians 
agree with assisted suicide. 

But beyond the publicized case of 
29-year-old Britany Maynard, who 
suffered from an aggressive cancer and 
‘moved from California to Oregon to com- 
mit legal suicide, the assisted death option 
can provide opportunities for healthcare 
providers to capitalize on profits. 

The Disability and Health Journal 
wrote that the cost for a typical dosage of 
lethal injection is only $300 dollars, which 
is significantly cheaper than the cost of 
long-term medical care. 


Hospitals do not consider morals when 
they are attempting to be cost-efficient 
based ona person’s economic status. 
Under the proposed law, a patient from 
a low economic background who had 
been denied long-term healthcare could 
be guided toward the idea of “dying with 
dignity,” according to the LA Times. . 

Health maintenance organizations’ 
power to control a physician’s treatment 
practices due to the cost of care is already 
a controversial issue in America. They 
should not be able to influence a practitio- 
ner’s decision to offer suicide assistance, 
hastening the end of a patient’s life. 


Furthermore, terminal illness prognoses 


are fundamentally flawed, so physicians 
and lawmakers should not use them to 
determine if assisted suicide is necessary. 

The.assisted suicide laws in Wash- 
ington and Oregon state that a person is 
eligible if they are terminally ill and will 
die within six months. 

According to Oncology Journal, physi- 
cians’ prognoses are based on statistical 
averages, which can be difficult to apply 
when every patient’s case is unique. A 
cancer patient given six months to live 
based on physician predictions could actu- 
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ally have more years of life ahead of them 
with the possibility of the cancer going : 
into remission. = 

The assisted suicide law would require 
a 15 day waiting period when someone 
signs up for assisted suicide, which law- 
makers say gives the patient an opportu- ~ 
nity to reconsider such a drastic resolution. 

But it takes more than 15 days fora 
person to adapt to an illness or disability, 
which shows the lack of consideration that 
states have when it comes to dealing with 
a vulnerable patient who may want to take 
the easy way out. 

Monning and Wolk have sat down 
with groups in opposition of the End 
of Life Option act to hash out the 
details of the new law. If the proposed 
legislation fails, Monning and Wolk 
have threatened to create a ballot 
measure, making voters responsible 
for the final decision, according to the 
LA Times. 

Before we vote yes on a law based 
on what the media has fed to us, we must 
carefully analyze this legislation and 
determine who it will really benefit in the 
long term: our loved ones or the healthcare 
industry. 
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Bossy YAGAKE | Datty 49ER 


Long Beach State defeats Santa Barbara City College 47-17 at home on Sunday to obtain the team’s fourth 


straight Gold Coast league title. 


WomMEN’s VOLLEYBALL 


LBSU concludes uneven syeekend | 


The 49ers traveled to 
Hermosa Beach over the 
weekend to compete in 
the USA Volleyball Beach 
Collegiate Challenge with 
nine other schools. 


By KaycE CONTATORE 
Contributing Writer 


Sand kicked up from the court and 
blew away into the breeze as Long 
Beach State sand volleyball senior Bre 
Mackie and sophomore Jenelle Hudson 
defeated Hawaii in two sets Saturday 
afternoon at the USA Volleyball Beach 
Collegiate Challenge. 

The 49ers (10-4) sent five groups of 
two to the tournament. Three of their 
five dual teams lost to Hawaii (12-1) be- 
fore all five trounced the University of 
San Francisco. f 

Mackie said the success for her pair 
in the tournament was about being 
able to adapt to the weather conditions, 
which allowed. them to put the Rain- 


BASEBALL 


bow Wahine away. 

“I think we just needed to adjust 
a little faster to keep the side out,” 
Mackie said. “We needed to stay level 
headed and just play our game.” 

Mackie and Hudson took their 
match against Hawaii after Mackie 
slammed down a kill to end both sets 
and bring the pair a win to start off the 
weekend. 

“Playing Hawaii, I thought we did 
a really good job,” LBSU head coach 
Mike Campbell said. “It was a tough 
loss but it puts us in a good spot for the 
Championships. When we played USF 
I though it was good for us recovering 
after an emotional loss, but I thought 
we did a really good job refocusing.” 

Three pairs advanced to individual 
play for LBSU as they took on No. 
4 Pepperdine (7-4) Sunday. Mackie, 
Hudson and freshmen Rachel Nieto 
and Samee Thomas were ultimately 
eliminated, leaving the pair of senior 
Tyler. Jackson and freshman Anete 
Brinke as the lone duo for the 49ers. 

“(Mackie and Hudson] feel like that 
match was all their fault and I just try 
to let them know that was a battle,” 
Campbell said. “It’s a tough loss but 


The Dirtbags 
will look to take 
home-winning 
ways on the 
road. 


By EppDIE RIVERA 
Contributing Writer 


Bossy YAGAKE | Daly: 
4OER 


After losing two 
straight games to UC 
Irvine, Long Beach. 
State steals the last 
game of the series 
with a 5-0 win over 
the Anteaters on 
Sunday. 


at the same time it’s an opportunity 
to think. There’s a lesson there so they 
don’t just pout. I told them it’s going to 
be a bad taste in the mouth for a little 
bit but I think they recovered pretty 
well.” : 

Jackson and Brinke continued their 
winning streak, taking down Hawaii 
in two sets. Jackson said that she and 
her partner learned from past matches 
to help cut down on errors, especially 
when they were competing in a week- 
end long tournament playing back-to- 
back matches. 

“I think by learning from other 
matches that we've lost, we usually 
start off really strong and then slow 
down and we don’t ever finish and pull 
a win towards the end,” Jackson said. 
“[We have to] worry about our side, we 
always tend to worry about what the 
other players are doing so if we worry 
about ourselves it helps us out.” 

Jackson and Brinke were unable to 
continue to the semi-finals after they 
lost a three-set thriller to No. 1 USC 
(15-0). 

The 49ers return to league play when 
they travel to Los Angeles to take on 
UCLA April 15 starting at 1 p.m. 


Road losses pile ie 


The Long Beach State baseball team 
will take its road woes down the coast 
on Tuesday night when it takes on UC 
San Diego. 

The Dirtbags (18-12) are coming offa 
series loss to UC Irvine and will quickly 
turn their attention to another strong 
opponent in the Toreros (20-13). They 
have not fared well on the road this 
season, going just 3-7 away from Blair 
Field. The only thing that travels well 
for the Dirtbags is their pitching. 

LBSU has one of the best pitching 
staffs in the country. The team ranks 
No.11 in the country in both ERA and 
strikeout to walk ratio. They lead the 
Big West Conference in almost all sta- 
tistical pitching categories. : 

Freshman right-hander _— Chris 
Mathewson said pitching coach Mike 
Steele has made a significant difference 
in the team. b 

“He’s made a big impact on me and 


titl 
The Long Beach State 
rugby football club won 


its fourth straight league 
title. 


By WILLIAM HERNANDEZ 
Contributing Writer 


Sunday afternoon began with 
a scrum and ended with the Long 
Beach State rugby club team con- 
quering its fourth straight Gold 
Coast league title, beating Santa Bar- 
bara City College 47-17 at The Beach. 

The 49ers cruised to a fourth 
straight league title, dominating 
their two weekend opponents by a 
combined score of 121-29. 

“You don’t hear a lot of teams win- 
ning four in a row,” fifth year senior 
and rugby player Martin Sanchez 
said. “It’s a testament to the coaches 
and players that keep coming out.” 

After LBSU’s (30-0) defense. sur- 
rendered 12 points in the first half 
against Cal State Fullerton on Satur- 
day, the most points allowed in the 
first half all year, it’s defensive ap- 
proach settled down and went back 
to the basics. 

“We started to play Ping-Pong 
with them,” LBSU head coach Jason 
Reynolds said. “We had to stop what 
we were doing, and readjust. What 
happens when you play a team like 
[Fullerton] that’ isn’t.as good as 
you are, you tend to play down to 
their level and you try to do stuff 
so fast because you can see that 
they’re sloppy and the ball is.rolling 
around.” 

LBSU’s defense locked down after. 
CSUF scored first, then its offense 
exploded, scoring 74 unanswered 


gotten me a lot better,” Mathewson 
said. “He always tells me not to do more 
when I don’t need to.” 

However, as good as the Dirtbags 
have been on the mound they’ve been 
the exact opposite at the plate. They 
rank dead last in the Big West in hits, 
batting average and on base percentage. 
Head coach Troy Buckley said it is not 
feasible to rely so heavily on the pitch- 
ing staff the rest of the season if they 
want to compete. 

“We've challenged [our players] on 
[offense],” Buckley said. “It’s not from 


‘a lack of effort. Some of it is talent and 


inexperience.” 

Seventeen-year head coach Rich 
Hill has The Toreros sitting atop of the 
standings in the West Coast Confer- 
ence. A mix of solid defense and offense 
has the Toreros rolling this season. 
They have the best defensive fielding 
percentage and second best batting av- 


wins league 


points to win 74-12. 

“Once we settled down we were 
more structured and were able to put 
more points on the board,” Reynolds 
said. 

In Sunday’s championship game 
the 49ers faced off against Santa 
Barbara City College, who defeated 
University of San Diego -on Satur- 
day. Santa Barbara’s fans traveled 
with the club and made sure their 
voices were heard. 

Nguyen, who is known as “Pan- 
da,” said that playing in the middle 
of the scrum is rough but said that 
being mentally tough and blocking 
out outside noise is more important 
in rugby than anything else. 

“It’s hard, it’s more of a mental 
game,” Nguyen said. “Physicality is 
going to be there, but mentally you 
have to be tuned in.” 

LBSU outplayed Santa Barbara on 
all of its scoring tries. Its tenacious 
defensive play held off Santa Barbara 
from making any comeback attempt. 

“It’s mentally more about your 
heart and the will that you have in 
your mind, which is the motor we’ve 
tried to instill into the program,” 
Sanchez said. 

Nguyen said the club’s business 
mentality filters out any distractions 
from their opponent’s tactics, add- 
ing, “we don’t do any of that bullshit- 
ting around.” 

“We don’t play to any other team’s 
game,” Nguyen said. “We keep to 
ourselves and we score. It’s business. 
[We] get back to the line and [are] 
ready to score again.” 

LBSU celebrated its win by 
drenching Reynolds with a cooler 
full of water. i 

“It means everything,” Reynolds 
said. “I lové LBSU rugby. I’m only 
the fourth coach here in 41 years. 
So the most important thing for me 
is carrying on the philosophy that 
was started by Dr. Dale Toohey who 
started the club.” 

‘The club will head up north'to UC 
Davis in two weeks to compete in the 
Elite Eight. 


erage in their conference. 

USA baseball named junior short- 
stop Kyle Holder to the midseason 
Golden Spikes Award watch list on 
Thursday. He leads the conference in 
both batting average and on base per- 
centage while starting every game so 
far. 

On the mound, the Toreros feature 
junior right-hander David Hill. He has 
earned West Coast Conference Rawl- 
ings Pitcher of the week honors twice 
this season. USD has the second best 
ERA in the WCC, trailing only Gon- 
zaga. Shortstop sophomore Garrett 
Hampson said the team can’t get too 
high or too low mentally in the match- 
up. 
“We just need to play the right way 
and keep the team rolling,” Hampson 
said. 

The first pitch is scheduled for 6 p:m. 
Tuesday at Fowler Park. . 


